PREFACE,--                               xvi!

very and communication of others, particularly In the

With thefe fources of Information* the work gradually expanded,.
and Sir Robert Walpole from being a fecondary, became the prin-
cipal objeA. I therefore interrupted the impreffion of lord Wai-
pole's correfpondence, and poftponect that publication; I determined
to give to the world, the Memoirs of the Life and Adtniniftration of
Sir Robert Walpole, drawn from .thefe copious and original fburces,-.
and to. illuftrate, by interefting and authentic documents, the< tranfac-
tions of the bufy and eventful period, in which that minifter aded fo
confpicuous a part*

In purfuance of this extenfive plan, I found myfelf under the ne-
ceffity of dilcuffing the iaterefts/of Great Britain and of Europe, of
developing the intricacies of cabinets, of tracing motives of a&ion,
of delineating characters,,, and difcriminating the views of difcordant
politics^

Anxious to avoidi an error, too comaioa with biographers, that of
confidering only one fide of the queftion, I was ao lefs folicitous to
procure the papers of thofe who oppofed, than of thofe who fup^
ported the meafures of Sir Robert Walpole. With this view I ap-
plied- for and. obtained communications of the Stanhope, Midktttn9t
Melcombe, and Egremont Papers. Thefe. I have printed without in*--
terpolation and without difguife,, not omitting a fingle inveftive, but
leaving the reader to judge between the partial -eulogiums of Hervey*,
and the acrimonious reproaches of Bolingbroke.,

The Plan of this work is to give an uninterrupted" narrative of the
life and adrniniftration of Sir Robert Walpole, illuftrated by original
.correfpondence and authentic papers*

The Memoirs, which are contained in the firft volume, are divided
into eight periods/ comprehending a term of fi^ty-nine year^ fronx
his birth, ia 1676* ^o hk death inle, and his brothef--in-law Charles
